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CHAP XU

Military Affsits.

Orthe Better Regulating the Military Forces ?f this Coleny, and Training owr
Souldery for [uch Servicz a5 they may be called unta;

1. It is Ordered by this Court and the Authority thereof; That the
Souldiers, whiher Harfe or Foot, within each County in this Colony, fhall be
2 Regiment ; and ¢ach Regiment be Commanded by a Sergeant Majoc: each
Town havng fixty Lifted Souldiers to be a Company, ana have three Com-
muffion Officers, vsz. Captain, Li¢utenant ana Enhlﬁn; And other Towas
and Villages where cheye are lefs number of Lifted Souldiess, to bs co mmanded
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598. Mass.—General Court, Plymouth; New Plymouth Colonial Lauws, S. Green,

1685, Ch. X1V Act, n. d. pp. 51-55.



Military Affairs. Chap X1V
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fen by the General Court; the Captain, Licutenant and Enfign, to be no-
minated and prefented by ths feveral Towns to the General Court, by them
to be approved and commiffionated :_and all Commiffions to be under the
Seal ot the Colony, and the hand of the Governour, and Subfcribed by the
Secretary.

2. Itis Ordered; That all Men between fixteen and fixty years of age)

fxty - conftantly attend all Military Trainings, when dusly warned, under the pe-

nalty of sbree (bifings in Money, or equivolent thereunto for every negle,
to be colle&ed ; or for non.payment, to be Deftrained by the Clerk of faid
Company, unlefs the next raining day after fuch negle@, they render their
excuie to their Commiffion Officers ; and they or the major part of them be
fatisfied therewith:  Notwithftanding, fuch perfons hereafter mentioned are
exempt from Trainings, Magiftrates, Minifters, Phyfitians, profeft School-
mafters, Secretary of the Countrey, Clerks of the County Courts, and
Marfhals, Conﬂ;gles, conftant Herd{men, and cenftant Millers; Mafter of
Ships or Veflels , that are moft imployed beyond Sea, fuch as have three Na-
tural Sons that are Lifted Souldiers in the Company, and fuch as for Bodily
Infirmity Excufed by the County Courts ; and that all Perfons not exempt
by Law, negle@ing or not attending their Datics, that the Clerk cannot
find, or that will not fhew an Eftate to the Clerk that he may deftrain there-
on, fuch Perfon or Perfons fhall be liable to fuch Mulitary c{mm!hmenu asthe
Captain and Commiffion Officers fhall fee meet, according as the negle2
may bs circumftanced ; and if they negle& two Tramigg Dayes together, or
twice negle& other fuch Servics as is Legally required of them, and refufe to
pay their finc or fhow an Eftate to the Clerk, or render a fuficient Excufe
to the chief Officers ; it fhas] be tawful for the Caprain or chief Oflicer, to

{fend forfuch Perfon into the Field by a Conftable, that there he may receive

Purifiment according to his Denserit ; and the Conftables in each Town are
r:quired to' yicld Obedience to fuch Orders, unlefs fach Perfon fhall Appea
to a Council of War, and give fecurity to préfecute the{ame, to abide by cheir
detetmination, .

3. Itis further Ordered, Thatallfinesfor negle®ing Training, Watchs
ing or Warding, defectin Arms, and all other Milicary fines fhall be impro-
ved for the fupplying the Gompany with Drum or Drums and Colours, and
otherwif¢ difpofed of for the good of the Company, according to the directi-
on of the Major part of the Conimiffion Officers of each Company.

4 Itis further Ordered, ‘Fhat every Male Perfon within this Colony,
of what-Ranck or Quality foever of fixteen years of Age and upwards, fhall
alwayes be provided withy and keep well fixe and fic for Service, a good
Fire lock Mufqaet not exteeding four foot three inches Barrel, nor fhorter
than three foot nine inches, tgw\dcr baftard Mulquec Bore, or toche facis-
fadioo of the Commiffion Officer; a Priming Wyre and Worm, and alfo
with a good Sword or Cutlafe, one pound of Powder, tweaty Bullets fuitable
to his Piece, Bandile¢rs or Cattouch Box, and thirty Flints; under the pe-
nalty of ren fbillings fine for want of a well fixt Mufquet, and swo fhillings a
piece for every other Defe&.

§:  Alfo chac every Captain or chief Military Officer in every Town
ar Village, do everyyear ca'l forth the Souldiers tu Exercife in Motions and
Ufeof Arms, fhooting at Marks, or otherwife according to his beft Direct-
on. It fhali be counted lawful warning ifthe Serjeant or Clerk by Order or
Warrane fromhwir Superior Officer, give niotice at a publick Town meeting

ot
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or by writing fet up publickly three dayes before the day appointed for Train-
ing,yor anygothcr lv)v:‘:y that may be agreed on by the Major part of the com-
pany; and every Souldier is to appear upon fuch warning compleat in his
Armsat his Colours or ufual place of mzeting at eight aclock in the Morn-
ing, and if they exceed nine a clock, the time to be &udged by ths Commif-
fion Officers, then to pay ose (billing fine to the ufe of the Company, and te
be demanded; and upor refufal or non paymant, to bs Levyed by the Clerk
on the Party that 15 cE:vDelinquent.

6. Ordered, That all Souldiers, Inhabitants of the Town that are
twenty ome Yearsof Age, and have taken the Qath of Fidelity or Free-mans
Outh, fhall Vote for the nominating of Perfons to prefent to the Court for
Commuffion Officers, for chufing of Serjeants for the Company,and fikewife
for a Clerk. ‘

7- Ordered, That whofoever offaid Company fhall be chofen Clerk as
before, and thall refufé id Office, fhall pay forty fhillings fine in Mony value
to the ufe of the Company, andthe Company to chufeanother ; and no man
fhall be compelled to ferve above one year in five 3 and that the Clerk for

is Encouragement and Trouble fhall have one quarter part of all fines; he
fhall aceend the Company the whole day ; call over the Luft at the Captains
or chicf Officers appointment, to take notice of all fuch as are abfent and
other Negledts and Offences in time of Exercife : Said Clerk to demand and
receive, or for non payment, to deftrain. for all fines in thirty dayes atter
they are payable by Law, and three Months after fuch ume the Clerk tobe
Accountable for all fines, and ftand charged therewich, dcdu&mg;hls own
part, and e difpofe of the other parts as he thall have Order from the Captain

.ot cheef Officer ; and uf)on his refufing or negle@ing to pay whae fhall be

due, as aforefaid, icfhallbe Lawful for 2 Conltat e, lyWammr from under
g}: hand of {aid Captain or chuef Officer to. Levy the

ate,

8. Itis Ordered, Incafeof the Cletks deftraining far auy fine, they may
do it by virtue of their Office without Warrant, and fhall obferve the Law iy
fuch Cafe provided. .

9. . Alfo the Commiffion Officers, or major part of them fhall have power
to punith fuch Souldiers as shall commit any diforder or contempt upon the
day or time of Military Exercife, or upon Watch or Ward, by any Miljtar
Fumshmem, or by fine not exceeding rawventy prillings, and upon any grear OF-

cnce may reter the fame to the determination of the Gouncil of War,

ame out of f2id Clerks

10, Ordered, That at leaft.oncea year, oneof the Commiffion Gfhicers,
togerher wich the Clerk and any other of the Officers he shall feo caufe to
take with him, shall from Howf¢ .to Houfe view the Arms and Amunition
of all perfons lyable by Law to keep Armis, and exa&. the fine o all fuch as
they find not fixed, and provided as the Law requires .
~ 15. Every Town Defe&ive,, in, r wanting 2 Drum, or if Sixty Families
hé;f ot two Diums in ewo :Months, £o_ pay a fing of forsy fhilings ta the

12. That every Town provide Colours, . Drums and Halbarts for the
ufe of the Company ; the fame to be maintained by, the fines, ifthey amount
to enough for the doing of it, and. acher ) a‘ary charges of 31@ Com-
Ppany, otherwifeto be fupplyed by the Fown, '

13. That there shallbs a ﬁandit;)g Coungil of War, or Court Marshal.
2 L2
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in the Colony, confiting of the Governour and Deputy Governour, Affi-
ftants, the Majors of the feveral Re%xmcnts, and three others to be appoint-
ed by the General Court, ene out of each County, - the major part whereot
or o many in any fuddain_Exigence a get together, shall make a valid Act
c;‘F_ any thing within their Power, provided there be five at the leaft agreeing
thereunto.

The faid Council of War by Warrant to Imprefs Men, Horfes, Carts,
Provifions or other necsffaries for any Expedition or Mulitary Occafion, to
proportion the number of Men, by each Town to be fent forth in any Ser-
vice, to give Directions & Orders to Military Commanders, 8 if need require
to appoint and Commiffiondte,to fend forth as thiers miay be occalion, to heai
and determine all Appeals from the Sentence of Commanders of Companues,
or matters by fich Commanders.referred to theit Determination, and punish
Offenders referred to them. . ..

14 That there be provided a:Stock of Arms and Amunition for the Co-
lonies Seivice, the quantity to be determined by the Council of War, and
by them to be difpofed ind fecired.

That every Town,for every thirty of their Lifted Soudicrs, or propor-
tionably provide thyrty pounds of Powder, one hundred and thirty pgumf
: ﬁ?’ Flints,twa Muskets,fix Cattouch Boxes ; on penalty
of vz pownd to be pai X each Town defe&ive to the Major of the Regiment
whera the defe@ 1s ; and by him wich the Captain’ of ehief Commanider, or
ajor pargof them, €0, be difpofed of by them for the ule'sf faid Regimenit 5
fard Major with two of the Captains Annually to infpe@ every Town Stock
withia cheir Regiment and where defecive, by Warrant from the Majorand
faid twa Captains to'the ‘Murshal, to demiand the fine 6f any Man of faid
wii; and upon nofi-payment to deftrain the fine of any Man of {aid Town,
ind he to have the fanié, and his Damage to be made good by the Town upon
Complaint to the County.Caurt, and theyto Order the fame.

¢3. Thatin timés of Danger thiere shall be Military Watches fet in cach
Town, and Warding according to the difcrerion ofthe chief Commander or
Fown Council, or fuch other Orders they may receive from Superiour Offi-

~a’ﬁ’t§¢ohncil of ¥¥Var ; and all Perfons liable to Train fhall be lyable to ar-

e fame, on pemltynf shree flillings a Day, and shree fhillings* a Night
for-their Negled : None in* ume of Danger shall force himfclt upon any
Sentinal tpon the petil of has Life, being-warned thtee times to ftand.

w5 That m cafe ap Alann"orderl‘y made, every lifted Souldier forth-
with-fhal} repatt ¢orhis Colours or placéof Perade, pom‘yleatl'y Armed and fic-
ted “decording to Eaw, under the niley of five poundsto be paid, &, and
dizt*’meyshaﬁthew attend fuch Serwice.as they shall bé appointed by their
Commander, on pairtof fuffering fuch punishment as #Court Marshal or the
Coungjl of VVar si'all Infli&  An Alarm shall be by shooting of twoGuns
drftincely;-and crying Arm, Arm, Arms The Alarm shall be taken and car-
ried ¥ram Netghbonrheotl to Neighbotithiood, and fo from Town to Town 3
and. the Shooting of faid Guns, of giving Otder for the Aarm, Horfe and
Man forthwidr drfpatched to the-MagiRrate, Deputy,Sele& men or Conftable
of the next Town t6 inform them of the occafion; who  shall forthwich fend

¢o-the next Town, and fo from Town to Town throughout the Colony, who

fhall cake the Alarm, and put themfelvés in a Pofture of Setviceas there may
be Q¢eafion, _
17, That
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17. That the Magiftrate, if there be any ; the Commiffion Officer or
Officers, and three more of each Town, to be by the Town chofen
9 bs 2 Town Council; and them or the major part of them
todifpofe of the Arms and Amunition of the Town, and give Orders what
to be done in cafe of Alarm orfudden Exigence, which fhall bs actended un-
lefs farther or other Order from the Major or  Council of War.

18. That the Major of the Regiment, as there may be occafion, to call
together the Captain and chief Military Officers to confider of any thing
;gac_may conduce to the good of a Regiment, and well ordening of the

me.

And that there be Regimental Mufters of the Souldiers of each Regimerte
once in three years; Firf of Plimouth Regiment, Secondly of Bermftablr,and
Thirdly of Briffol, and fo from time to time fucceflively,

That if a competent number of fuitable perfons prefent for a Troap of
Horfe within any the faid Counties, they {halrcbe encouraged, and fuitable
Officers being by them prefented, fhall be Commiffionated ; and the Troop-
ersto Exercile four dayes yearly, on penalty of ten fhilings every negle@:and
in cafe of an Alarm, faid Troopers forchwith to attend the Major of the Re-
giment, in_order to further Service ; each Troeper to be provided with a
good Hotfe, Carbine, a pair of Piftols, Holfters, and other Accoutriments,
requifite for a Trooper, on penalty of ten fhillings for every defeck : the fineg
for the ufe of the Troop; and all Officers tobe chofen, and Clerk to a& as
in Orders in Foot Company.

It is Ordered, Thatnone that hath been, or is Commiffion Officer, fhall
be obliged to Serve asa private Souldier; ot any Military Officer otlrer
than a Commiffjon Officer.

Ordered, thatif any fingle perfon, through idlenefs, or otherwife, negle@
to provide himfslf Arms, a Magiftrate, or the Sele& men, fhall put him out
to Serve for Arms accordingto their difcretion.

. Ordered, That if any Man be fent forth as a_Souldier, and be maimed

in the Service, that heis difabled from following his occafions; he ‘fhall be

maintained by the Colony whileft he lives, according to his qualiey and the

mgity in which he Served: And when Dead fhall have the Burial of 3
1e6,
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