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CHA P XIV .

Military Affairs.

Foro
Ortbebetter Regulating the Military Forces of this Colony, and Training our

Souldery for ſuch Service as they may be called unta ;
The Souldiers

in eachCounty

1. It is Ordered by this Court and the Authority thereof ; That the to be a Regi

Gouldiers, whither Horſe or Foot, within each Councy in this Colony, thall be ment & cogie

2 Regiment ; and each Regiment be Commanded by a Sergeant Major: each manded by 3
Serj. Major

Town having fixty Liſted Souldiers to be a Company, andhave three Com
Companies

million Officers, viz . Captain, Lieutenant and Enlign : And other Towns theirowners

and Villages where there are lels number ofLifted Souldiers,to be commanded

by

598. Mass.--General Court, Plymouth ; New Plymouth Colonial Lau's, S. Green ,

1685, Ch . XIV ; Act , n . d. pp. 51-55.128



52 Chap XIVMilitary Affairs.

then

fines

by luch Officers as the General Court fhall ſee cauſe : The Major to be cho

And how to ſen by the General Court ; the Captain, Lieutenant and Enſign, to be no
be chofen . minated and preſented bythe feveral Towns to the General Court, by, them

to be approved and commiftionated : and all Commiflions to be under the

Seal of the Colony, and the hand of the Governour, and Subſcribed by the

Secretary.

All betwOCA 2. Ie is Ordered ; That all Men between fixteen and fixty years of age

fixteen &fixcy conſtantly attend all MilitaryTrainings, when duely warned, under thepe
to attend !

Trainings. nalcy of rbree shilings in Money, or equivolent thereunto for every neglect ,

to be colle & ed ; or for non -payment, to be DeAtrained by the Clerk of laid

Company, unleſs the next Training day after ſuchnegled, they render their

excute totheir Commiſſion Officers; and they or the major part of them be

Who are es ſatisfied therewith : Notwithſtanding, ſuch perſons hereafter mentioned are

empted from exempt from Trainings, Magiſtrates, Miniſters, Phyſicians, profeſt School

maſters, Secretary of the Countrey, Clerks of the County Courts, and

Marshals, Conſtables, conſtant Herdímen, and conſtant Millers; Maſter of

Ships or Vefſels , that aremoſt imployed beyond Sea, ſuch as have three Na

tural Sons that are Liſted Souldiers in the Company, and fuch as for Bodily

Infirmity Excuſed by the County Courts ; and that all Perſons not exempo

by Law, neglexing or not attending their Duties, that the Clerk cannot

find, or that will not thew an Eſtate to theClerk chat he may deftrain there

How theyare on , ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſhall be liable to ſuch Military punilaments asthe

to be puniſh- Captain and Commiſſion Officers fall ſee meet, according as the neglex

ed whone- may bs circumſtanced , and if they neglect cwo Training Dayes together, or;

gled Train: twice neglectother fuch Serviceas isLegally requiredofthem , and refuſe to
ings & reface

to pay their pay theirfine or ſhowan Eſtate totheClerk, orrender afufficient Excuſe

to the chief Officers ; it Aaslbe lawful for the Captain or chief Officer, to

fend forſuch Perſon into the field by a Conſtable, thatthere he may receive

Punishment according to his Demerit ; andthe Conſtables in each Town are

siquired to yield Obedience to ſuch Orders, unleſs ſuch Perſon ſhall Appeal

to a Council ofWar, and give ſecurity to proſecute thefame,to abide by their
determination .

3. It is further Ordered, That allfines for negledingTraining, Watch :

Fines to beim
ing or Warding, defect in Arms, and all other Military fines shall be impro

proved for tup ved for the fupplying the Company with Drum or Drumsand Colours,and

pk ing the otherwiſe diſpoled of for thegood of theCompany, according to the directi

Company. on of the Major part of the Commiffion Officers of each company.

4. It is further Ordered, That every Male Perſon within this Colony,

ofwhatRanck or Quality foever of fixteen years of Age and upwards, ſhall

alwayes be provided with , and keep well fixe and fic for Service, a good

Perſon offix: Fire lock Muſquet not exceeding four foot three inches Barrel, nor ſhorcer
teen years old than three foot nine inches, nor under baſtard Múſquet Bore, or to the ſatis

is to be provid faction of the CommiſſionOfficer ; aPriming Wyre and Worm , and alſo

and Ammuni- with a good Sword or Cutlaſe, one ponnd ofPowder,twenty Bullets fuitable

to his Piece, Bandileers or Cartouch Box, and thirty Flints; under the pe

nalty of tenſhillings fine for wane of a weli fixe Mulquet, and two fhillings a

piece for every other Defect.

Fourdayes in Si Alſo chat every Captain or chief Military Officer in every Town

1 year for Ex orVillage, do everyyear call forth the Souldiers to Exerciſe in Motions and

erciſing, and Uſe ofArms,ſhootingat Marks, or otherwiſe according to his beſt Directi
how to be war

ned on. It fhall be counted lawfulwarning ifthe Serjeant or Clerk by Order or

Warrant from theirSuperior Officer, giye sfocice at a publick Town meeting

How every

ed with Arms

tion

a

.
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a

or by writing ſet up publickly three dayes before the day appointed for Train

ing, or any other way thatmay be agreed on bythe Major part of the com

pany; and every Souldier is to appear upon ſuch warning compleat in his

Armsat his Colours or uſual place of meeting at eight aclock inthe Morn

ing, and if they exceed nine a clock , the time to be judged by the Commiſ

fion Officers, then to pay one shilling fine to the uſe of the Company, and to

be demanded ; and upon refuſal or non payment, to be Levyed by the Clerk
on the Party that is the Delinquent.

6. Ordered, That all Souldiers, Inhabitants ofthe Townthat are Who are to

twenty one Years of Age, and have taken the Oath of Fidelity or Free-mans Vote for per

Oach, Thall Vote for the nominating ofPerſons to preſent to the Court for fons to be prea
Commillion Officers, for chuſing ofSerjeants for the Company,and likewiſe

Court forCom
for a Clerk.

million officers

7. Ordered, That whoſoever oflaid Company ſhall be choſen Clerk as

before, andthallrefulefaid Office, ſhall pay forty ſhillings fine in Mony value his finethat re
fuſeth che ofto the uſe ofthe Company, and the Company to chuſe another ; and no man
fice of a Clerk

fhall be compelled to ſerve above one year in five ; and that theClerk for

his Encouragement and Trouble ſhall have one quarter part of all fines ; he

fhall attendthe Companythewhole day ; call over the Lilt at theCaptains

or chief Officers appointment,to take notice ofall ſuch as are abſentand

other Neglects andOffencesin timeof Exerciſe : Said Clerk to demandand clerkswork
duty and the

receive, or for non payment, to deſtrain for all fines in thirty dayes atter
compendio

they are payable by Law ,and three months after fuch time the Clerk to be

Accountable for all fines , and ſtand charged therewich, deducting his own

part, and to diſpoſe of theother parts as he ſhall have Order from the Captain

or chief Officer ; and upon his refuſing ornegle&ting topay what ſhall be

due, as aforeſaid, it ſhall be Lawful for a Conſtable, by Warrantfrom under

the hand offaid Captain or chef Officer to Levy the ſame out of ſaid Clerks

Eſtate.

8. It is Ordered , In caſe ofthe Clerks deſtraining forany fine, they may diftrein by vie
TheClerk many

do it by virtue of their office without Warrant, and Naall obſervethe Law in tue of his of

ſuch Caſe provided.
fice.

9. Alſo theCommillion Officers, or major part ofthem ſhall have power

to puniſh ſuch Souldiers as shall commic any diſorder orcontempt upon the SicerspowerCommiſion of

day or time of Military Exerciſe, or uponWatch or Ward, by any Military

punishment, or by fine not exceeding twenty Shillings,and upon anygreatOf.
fence may reter che ſame to the determination of the Council ofWar.

10. Ordered, That at leaſt.oncea year, oneof che Commiſfion Qfhcers, oft to view ,Who & how

togerher wich the Clerk and any other of the Officers he shall ſeo cauſe to Arms & Amu.

take with him, sball from Holle.to Houle view the Arms and Amuntion nition

of all perfons lyable by Law to keep Arms, and exac . the fine ofall luch as

they find not fixed, and provided as the Law requires ·

County

11. Every Town Defe & ive , in or wanting a Drum , or if Sixty Families penalty fordea

have notcwo Diums in cwo Months, topay a fineofforty Shillings to the Fo & of Drums.
County .

12. That every Town provide Colours, Drums and Halbarts for the
uſe ofthe Company ;the fametobemaintained by the fines, ifthey amount how to beproColours , KF.

to enough for che doing of it, and other neceſſary charges of the Com vided, & c

pany, ochecwife to be ſupplyed by the Town.

13. That there shall be a ſtanding Council ofWar, or Court Marshal

130
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a

Its power

in the Colony, conſiſting of theGovernour and Deputy Governour, Alli:

councilofwar itants, theMajors of theſeveral Regiments, and three others to be appoint:
or

Ihal itsconlite ed by the General Court, one out ofeach County, the major part whereof

tution , orſo many in any ſuddain Exigence as get together , shall makeavalid Act
.

of anything within their Power,provided there be five at the leaſt agreeing
thereunto .

Theſaid Council of War by Warrant to Impreſs Men, Horſes, Carts,

Proviſions or other neceſſaries for any Expedition or Military Occaſion , to

proportion the number ofMen , by each Town to be ſent forth in any Ser

vice, togive Directions& Orders to Military Commanders,& if need require

to appoint and Commiſſionate,to fend forthas there may be occalion, to heat

and determine all Appeals from the Sentence ofCommanders ofCompanies,

or matters by ſuch Commanders referred to their Determination, and punish

Offenders referred to them .

WhatStock of 14. That there be provided a Stock of Armsand Amunition for the Co

Arms& Amu- loniesService, the quantity to be determined by the CouncilofWar, and

nition for the by them to bediſpoſed and ſecured.
Colony.

That every Town, for every thirty of theirLifted Soudiers, or propor

cionably provide thyrty pounds of Powder,one hundred and thirty pound of

Bullets; one Hogshead of Flints,two Muskets,fix Cartouch Boxes ; on penalty

For thepartie of five pound to be paid byeachTowndefe& ivetothe Major ofthe Regiment
where the defeat is ; andby him withthe Captain op chief Commander, or

major paro of them , to be diſpoſed of by them for the uſe ofſaidRegiment;

faid Major with twoof the CaptainsAnnually to inſpect every Town Stock

within their Regimentand where defective, by Warrant from theMajorand

faidtuto Captains to the Marshal, to demand the fine ofany Man of ſaid

Townt; and upon non -payment to deſtrain the fineofanyMan of ſaid Town,

and he'to have the ſame, and hisDamage to be madegood by theTown upon

Complaint to the County Couit, and theyto Oider the ſame

1. That in timas ofDanger there shall be Military Watches ſet ineach

Milittery Wara Town, and Wardingaccording to the diſcretion ofthechiefCommanderor

Chor& Wards TownCouncil, orfuch ocher Orders theymay receive fromSuperiour Offi

cersof Council of V Var ; and allPerſons liable to Train ſhall belyable to ac

tend theſame, on penaltyof shree flaillings a Day,and three ſhillings a Night

for theit Neglect': None in time of Danger shall force himſelf upon anỳ

Sentinal upon the peril ofhis Life, being warned three times to ſtand.

16. That in cafe an Alarm orderly made, every lifted Souldier forth .

with fhalf repatr to his Colours or place ofPerade, compleatly Armed and fit

ted according to Law , under the penalty of five poundsto bepaid, & c. and
that einey shall there ačtend ſuch Service asthey shallbe appointed by their

Alarms how Commander ,on pair ofſuffering ſuch punishment as aCourt Marshalor the

tobeattended Council ofVVarshall Inflict. Ăn Alarm shall be by shooting of twoGuns

diftinctly ,and crying Aſm , Arm , Arm : The Alarm shall be taken and car

ried from Neighbourhooll to Neighbourhood, and fo fromTown to Town ;

and the Shooting of ſaid Guns, or giving Order for che Alarm , Horſe and

What to be Man forthwith difpatchedto che Magiftrate,Deputy Select men or Conſtable

taken for an of the next Town to inform them of the occaſion ; who shall forthwith ſend

alarm tothe next Town, and ſo from Town to Town throughout the Colony, who

Shall take the Alarm , and put themſelves in a Poſture of Setvice as there may

beOccaſion ,
17 , That 131
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17. That the Magiſtrate, if there be any ; the Commiſſion Officer or

Officers, and three more of each Town, to be by the Town chofen Town Council

to be a Town Council ; and them or_che major part of them their conftitu

to diſpoſe of theArmsand Amunition of the Town, and give Orders what_tion & power

tobedone in caſe of Alarm or ſuddenExigence, which ſhall be attended uni

les farther or other Order from the Major or Council of War.

18. That the Major of the Regiment, as there may be occaſion, to call TheMajor to
call hisofficers

rogether the Captain and chief Military Officers toconſider of anything to conſult

that may conduce to the good ofa Regiment, and well ordering of the
fame.

And that there be Regimental Muſters of the Souldiers of each Regiment

once in three years ; Firft of Plimouth Regiment, Secondły of Barnftable, and

Thirdly of Briſtol, and ſo from time to cime ſuccellively.

That if a competent number of ſuitable perſons prefent for a Troop, of Liberty for a

Horſe within any the ſaid Counties, they ſhall be encouraged, and fuitable Troop

Officers being by them preſented, ſhall be Commiſſionated ; and the Troop:

ers to Exercilefourdayes yearly, onpenaley of tenſhillings every negle& :and

in caſe of an Alarm, laid Troopers forthwith to attend the Majorof the Re

giment, in order to further Service; eachTrooper to be provided with a

good Horſe, Carbine, a pair of Piſtols, Holſters, and otherAccoutriments,

requiſite for a Trooper, on penalcy of ten ſhillings for every defe &t : the fines

for the uſe of the Troop; and all oficers to be chofen, and Clerk to act as

in Orders in Foot Company.

It is Ordered, That none that hath been , or is Commiſſion Officer, fltalt Privil:dge of
Conimiton

be obliged to Serve as a private Souldier ; or any Military Officer odlier' Officers

than a Commiſſion Officer.

Ordered , thatifany ſingle perſon , throughidleneſs, or otherwiſe,neglect for idle para

to provide himſelf Arms, a Magiſtrate ,or theSele & men, ſhall put hìm out ſons not pro

to Serve for Arms according to their diſcretion.
viding Arms

Ordered, That if any Man be ſent forth as a Souldier, and be maimed Maimed Soul
diers to be pro

in the Service, that he is diſabled from following his occaſions ; he ſhall be vided for.
maintained by the Colony whileft he lives, according to his quality and the
capacity in which he Served : And when Dead Mall have the Burial of a
Souldier.

CHAP
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