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DELAWARE,
I.OM THE FOURTEENTH DAY OF OCTOBER, ONE THOUSAND SEVEN

HUNDRED, TO THE EIGHTEENTH DAY OF AUGUST, ONE

THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND NINETY.SEVEN.

IN TWO VOLUMES.
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LAWS OF THE STATE

Suffex county, under the penalty of Ten Shillings,
and the %ear to be deftroyed by the order of any juf-
tice of the laid county.

C H A P. XLllI. a.

An ACT for the trial o Secr',ej.

Twolaft.cesand
fat Irecho!Jert
I m.owerd to
try all offences
comintted by
N' 6rcs, &(.
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C H A T.cLI.

SCTIO 1 1-B it enaced by ihe honorable Pa-
f ifrik Gordoe, V . Liwienani (Go-

Vernor of the rounhies of Neic-Cajile, Kent, and S!ffex, upon
De/ateare, andprovince' of P nH/)'/lvamIel, by and ritb, the
advice and ronfrnt of the Retreenratives of th-* freemen of
the/faidcounces, in General A§fmb/v met, andbv the autho-
ritv of thefame, That from and after the publication of
this a&, it thall and may be lawful for two juflices
of the Peacc of this govern.mient, who (hall be particu-
larly commiffionated by the Governor for that f"ervice
within the reipedive counties thereof, and fix of the
moft fubiantial ficeholders of the neighbourhood, (a)
to hear, examine, try and determine all liich offences
committed by any Negro or Mulatto flaves withir this
government, which faid frecholders thall be by war-
rant, tinder the hands and Ieals of the relpedive jul-
tices, commiffionated as afurelaid, direded to fOme
Conflable of the laid county, be fuinmoned to ap-
pear at foch time and place as the faid jufllices 1hall
appoint, which faid frecholdcrs the faid jutlices thall
loiemnly iwear or atteft well and truly to give ticir
afliflance and judgment together with the 1aid juflicce.
upon the trial of Iuch Negroes or Mulattoe, ; w hich
freeholders, or any four of them, being qualified a%
aforefaid, fhali hold a court at thc Court-Houle in the
faid relpedive coutics where the crime is commit-
ted, for the hearing, trying, determining and con-

Victing

(a) go much of this all at ues power to ihe two .dices and kL ferholl'rq to
try, dctermine and .onvitt any lawe for a coni e puntfhtable with death, ts repe.1c

by an a pAtled kcbruary 3, 17 9. th3V. 194 6, ar.4 t..t these dacet"i to
be by ju y sI te Court Ut (o C:fnrsf jl Q ,,tlt..p, PI sh' PrC.r 'o !h- '

s0Uptils ; theespencec! mil to be I ', t' r " '. , % !'.- 1. 3.
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OF DELAWARE.

viding of fich Negro or Negrocs, or Mulatto flaies, C x A P.

as shall be before them charged or accufed of com- ''hJ

mitring any murder, manflaugizer, buggery, burg-
lary, robbery, rape, attempts of rape, or any other
high and heinous offences, committed, aded or done
in any the refpedive counties within this govern-
ment, as aforefaid.

SEcT. 2. And be it firrther enaSed by the authority Who may a.
aI/orejaid, That it shall and may be lawful for the qUi'"'""d""

laid court of jufices and frecholder% as aforcfaid, to there me,.
and order exe.examine, try, hear, iudge, determine, conviid, ac-

quit or condemn, according to their evidence, any
Negro or Negroes, or Nulatto flaves, for any the
crimes or otkences aforeiaid, or any other high or ca-
pital offence,, upon due proof to them made, to pro-
nounce flich judgment or lentence as is agreeable to
law, and the nature of the offence, and to order ex-
ccution of the laid judgment or lentence accordingly,
or othernie to acquit, free and difchaige luch Ne-
gro or Negroc., or Mulatto flave, in cafe the evi-
dence lall not'C be fuiicien for i cn% icl ion therein.

Si. cr. 3. Aad be it faiiber eniadIed, That upon t1e Slavescondemns.

Conviction of any' Negro or Miul.u flave, belongc-' to easth, to

ing to anN, of th inhabitants of this government, for twothirdsofthe

any capital caule for which the party convided fhall ' '"tbt
futifr death, the laid juflices and frecholders, before
whom t hey were convided, fhall immediately value
the liaid flave or flaves, and in cafe the Negro or
MVlulattm flave Ihall be put to deah, that the tw o-
third% of the apprailed value of fuch flave to execut-
ed, thall be paid to the maller or owner of Iich flave
bY the Cotni v Trealiarer out of the public levy, to be
railed in the lhme maner a, the oCUntLIV l5ies.

S).1. 4. *4ld .be' it' io l ' l'ena7'ted bi V be au/ibOy1'v Ssntitu..'c
afo clai/, That where ftich Negro or Negioes, or '

171 ccioLd,

Mufatto llav es thall be coim ict, and lich ludgment
or leatence thall be pronounced by the relpective juf-
tices and freeholders as atrdfaid, and a warrant by
them, or ny four of th im, 01e of whichi to be one
that fat upon the trial, tiined, fealed and deli cred
to the I ligh Sheriff of the county where the fad was
committed, tor the excutitn io of ftich Negro or Nu-
latto, the fame fliall be duly v~ecuted, or cauled to be

duly
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c U A I' duly executed by the faid Sheriff, according to the
diretions of fuch warrant, on pain of being difabled
to ad any longer in that poft or office, and if -any of
the faid juftices or freeholders negle& or refuLfe to do
their duty herein, they thall be liable to be fined by
the juffices at their next Court of General Quarter
Seffmons of the fame to be held for the faid county,

Penalty on jur. in any fun not exceeding Five Pounds, for the ufe
di rsnrfIcebno- of the Governor towards thc fupport of government,
their dutyhere- to be levied by diffrefs ahd fale of the goods and
in. chattels of luch juftices or freeholders to refifing as

aforefaid.
Puniiment of SECT. 5. And be it further enahed by the authority

Satt aforefaid, That if any Negro or Mulatto flave within
this governm nt, Ihall attempt to commit a rape on
white woman or maid, they fliall be tried in manner
aforefaid, and fhll be punifhed by flanding four
hours in the pillory at the Court-Hoife on fonc
court day, with both his ears nailed to the pillory,
and before he be taken down from the fame, (hall
have both his ears cut off cl6fe to his head. And if any
Negro or Muhatto flave fhall be convic before two

or conviked of Jufices of the Peace in this government, of flealing,
cahng, a.or fraudulently taking or carrying away any goods,

living or dead, the mafter or owner of fiach Negro or
Mulatto flave, if fuch goods thall not be found,
fhall make fatisfaition to the party wronged, and pay
all cofts, to be levied by diftrefs and fale of the faid
mafter's or owner's goods and chattels, and the Ne-,
grd or Mulatto, fo ofFending, to be whipped as the faid
juftices thall adjudge and appoint.

-'un lhment of SECT. 6. And be it further enafed by the authority
Oaves preflm, aforefaid, That if any Negro or Mulatto flave thal
arms, Ac, prefune to carry any guns, fwords, piftols, fowling.,

pieces, clubs, or other arms and weapons ivhatfo-
ever, without his mafter's fpecial licence for the fante
and b6 donviaed thereof before a Magiftrate, he fhall
be whipt with twenty-one lathes, upon his bare back.

1'unhfliment of SECT. 7'. And be it further enafed by the authorityNegroes meeting
nompan zefaid, That if any Negroes, above the number of

fixjin one company, not belonging to one owner, (halt
meet together, and upon no lawfil bufinefs of their
mafters or owner, and being conviaed thereof, by

the
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OF DELA W ARE. to5

the view of one Jufice of the Peace, or the teftimony C .4 A.

of one credible witnefs, fuch Negro or Negroes o of-
fending fhall be pubiicly whipped at the difcretion
ofpne juftice of the Peace, not exceeding twenty-one
lails, each Negro.

C H A P. XLIV, a.

An ACT aqain/ adidte,:v and fornication. (a)

1 OR Ohe prefervation of virtue and chaftity
among the people of this government, and to

prevent the heinous fins of adultery and fornication.
SleC NN I. h'E it ena8cd by the honorable Patrick renalty orconi.

Gordon, e/q. Lieittenant Governor of tbe counties of Neio- miunas ulstery,

Cal./e, Kent, and Sujiex, upon Delaware, and province
of PennJ/ ania, by and with ihe advice and confcnt of ibe
Repre/eniaties of thcefrenoi of ibe faid counties, in General
Aifn.bhmet, and by the autit ih of the /ane, That whoo-
e vr ihall commitedultery, and be thereof legally con-
Vicil L, thail forfilt and pay the fum of Fifly Pounds,
one mic0V thereof to the ue of the G vernor for the
fupport ot government, and the other moiety to the
ule of the poor of the countv wlhere the fame is con -

mitted, or otherwife to be publicly whipt with twen-
ty-one lalhes on his or he; back, well laid on, at the
common whipping pofi, at the election of the party
co.:Invicted.

SECT. 2. Provi1 d always, That the tellimony of
cither of the parties concerned in committing the adul-
tery, thall not be liutlicient to convict the other, with-
out further evidence, that thall at leaft amoun: to
violent preluimption.

SEC r. . Ail / be it fui thei enacled bv the aih'oriy' Pen,,, oil
aforeltid, That if anv perlon thall commit fornication, f-r1-tunn.
and4t* thereof legally convid, luch perfon or perlOns
shall receive twenty-one lalihes on his or her bare back,

wCll

.l, Se an att hiaprmensry heru, raftd bebriary qth, I-y6. chap. IS.
. Qhereby mnyui of bc j':ortlos In .$s ad are rrcafl4 Ad tppi-ed
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