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monvyea.

L A W S
Enadted in the fecond fitting of the
firft general affembly of the common-
wealth of Pennfylvania, which com-
menced at Philadelphia, the 12th day
of May, 1777, and continued to the
19th day of Fuze in the fame year.

CHAPTER XX

A fupplement to the aét, intitled, “An A& for making
“ the continental bills of credit, and the bills of credit
““ emitted by refolves of the late aflemblies, legal
“ tender, and for other purpofes therei.» mentioncd.”

Preamble. Spcriont. HEREAS in the a& of general af-
i; g/ fembly of the commonwealth of Penn-

fylvania, pafled the twenty ninth day of January laft paft,
intitled, < An A& for siaking the continental bills of
“ credit and the bills of credit, emitted by the refotves of
“the late affemblies, legal tender 5 and for other purpofes
¢ toerein mentioned,” no mention is made, in exprefs
words, of bodies politic and corporate ; for which reafon,

© it has been confirued by fome perfons that fuch bodies
are not comprchended within the meaning of the
faid a&: In ordertherefore, that the faid bills of credit,
and alfo the bills' of credit emitted, and to be emitted,
by virtue of an a&, intitled, 4z A& Jor emitting the fum
““ of two bundred thoujand pounds, in bills of credst, for the
¢ defence of this ffate ; and providing a fund for finking the
“ fame by a tax on all effates real and perfonal and on all
“ taxables within the fame,” fhall be alike taken and made

: current
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perfons who affert the fame, and fhall be heard and finally 1778,
determined by the county commiffioners of Philadelphia /=A==
for the time being, or any two of them, at fuch time and o e

wealth,

place as they fhall appoint. ‘ ,
- JOHN BAYARD, Speaker.

Enaéted into @ law at Lancafler, the 27th day of
March, 1778.
Joun MoRR1s, junior, clerk of the general affembly.

RMORRREN A

CHAPTER LX.
An ACT for regulating the prices of the feveral articles

berein mentioned for a limited time.

Pafled April 1ft,, 1778. Recorded in Law Book Vol. . Page 190, &c,
Repealed September gth, 1778.

CHAPTER LXL

An ACT for the further fecurity of the government. S¢8:e cghapter -
SECTION I. HEREAS the welfare and happinefs Zx; 7 and
of the good people of this common- Preamble.
wealth, do, next under God, entirely depend upon the
maintaining and fupporting the independence and fo-
vercignty of the ftate, as declared by congrefs : :
SpeT. 2. Be it therefore enatted, and it is bereby enalted All perfons
by the reprefentatives of the freemen of the commonwealth of Mall take

A . . the oath of
Pennfylvanta, in general affembly met, and by the authority of al]egianc:

the fame, ‘That all malc white inhabitants of this ftate before the
above the age of eighteen ycars, who have not hitherto fiftof June.
taken the oath or affirmation mentioned and appointed to
be taken in the a& of affembly, intitled, « An A& obliging
< the male white inbabitants of this flate to give affurances
«« of allegiance to the fame, and for other purpofes therein
t¢ mentioned,” ena@ed the thirteenth day of June laft,
thall, on or before the firft day of June next, take and
{ubferibe the fame in manncr and form as by the faid act is
direed ; and that every fuch perfon, negleding to take
the faid oath or affirmation, fhall, during the timeiof fuch penalties
negle@, be liable to all the difabilities, incapacities and la.n.d difabis
penalties to which they are fubjected by the faid a& ; and "¢
alfo fhall be difabled, from and after the faid day, tofue
or ufc any action, bill, plaint or information, in courge of
aw,
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law, or to profecute any fuit in-equity or otherwife how=

foever, or to be guardian of the perfon or eftate of any

child, .or executor or adminiftrator of any perfon, or ca-
pable of any legacy or deed of gift, or to make any will or
teftament, and moreover thall be liable and compelled to
pay double the taxes, which another perfon of equal
eflate, who has taken fuch oath or affirmation, fhall be
rated or affeffed at, to be levied by the colletor of the
public taxes of the townthip, ward or diftriét in which
fuch offender dwells.

SkcT. 3. And be it further -enaffed, That all truftees,
provofts, refors, profeflors, mafters and tutors of any
college or academy, and all {choolmafters and ufhers;
merchants and traders ; and every perfon who fhall a& as
ferjeant at law, counfellor at law, barrifter, advocate, at-
torney, folicitor, pro&or, clerk or notary, by pradifing in
any manner as fuch in any court or courts whatfoever;
apothecary or druggift, and every perfon pra&ifing phylfic
or furgery in any manner for fee or reward ; who fhall at
any time after the firlt day of june next, be admitted into
or enter upon any of the beforementioned preferments,
offices or places, or thall come into any fuch capacity, or
fhall take upon him or them any fuch pradice, employ-
ment or bufinefs as aforefaid, without having firft taken
and fubfcribed the beforementioned oath or affirmation, he
or they fhall be ip/o fas#o adjudged incapable and difabled
in law, to all intents and purpofes whatfoever, to have, oc~
cupy or enjoy the faid preferment or preferments, office
or offices, employment or employments, or any part of
them, or any matter or thing aforefaid, or any profit or
advantage appertaining to them, or any of them; and
every fuch office or place of truft fhall be void, and is
hereby adjudged void ; and any perfon that fhall be law-
fully conviéted of the premifes, or any of them, in or
upon any prefentment or indiétment in any court of re-
cord in this flate, fhall alfo forfeit any fum, not éxceeding
five hundred pounds, which the court fhall adjudge, toge-
ther with cofts, one half of which faid fine thall go to the
ufe of the ftate, and the other half to him, her or them
who fhall commence and carry on fuch profecution with
effeét. ’

SeCT. 4. And be it further enadted, That from and after
the faidfirft day of June next, it fhall and may be lawful
for two or more juflices of the peace within any county,
to dire& their precept to any conftable or other officer, to
fummon any male white perfon, of the age of cighteen
years or upwards,. who fhall have negle@ed to take and

: fubfcribe
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fubfcribe the oath or affirmation before mentionced, to ap-.

pear before fuch juftices, at fuch time and place as thall be
mentioned in fuch precept, to take the faid oath or af-
firmation; and if fuch perfon fo fummoned fhall not
appear at the time and place, having no lawful let or im-
pediment, or appearing fhall refufe or ncgle to take fuch
oath or affirmation, being tendered to him by the faid
juftices, the faid juftices thall commit fuch perfon making
default or refufing to take the faid oath or afirmation, to
the common goal or houfe of correéion, there to remain
without bail or mainprife for the fpace of three months,
unlefs fuch offender fhall pay down to fuch juftices fuch
fum of money, not exceeding ten pounds, as the faid
juftices fhall require fuch offender to pay, together with
legal cofts, which money, exclufive of the cofts, thall be
paid to the overfeers of the poor of the city, borough or
townthip where fuch offender did laft inhabit; or if fuch
offender fhall refufe or negled to pay fuch fum of money;,
the faid juftices may caufe the faid fum of money, together
with the cofts, to be levied by diftrefs and fale of the goods
and chattels of fuch offender, as they in their difcretion
thall think beft; and unlefs fuch offender fhall become
bound with two fufficient fureties, with condition to appear
at the ncxt court of general quarter feflions of the peace to
be holden for fuch county where fuch offender fhall inhabit
or refide, and in the mean time to be of good behaviour ;
at which court the faid oath or affirmation fhall be tendered
to fuch offender by the juftices in their open feflions; and

if upon fuch tender, fuch offender fhall refufe to take the

{aid oath or affirmation; the fame fhall be recorded, and
the faid offender fhall, within thirty days after fuch refufal,
depait this ftate under the dire&ion of the court, and he
thall incur the forfeiture of his goods and chattels to the
flate, and of all his lands and tenements to the perfon or
perfons who would by law be entitled to inherit the fame
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in cale fuch offender was dead inteftate ; Provided, That if provif,

fuch perfon or perfons is a male or are males, and of the
age of eighteen years or upwards, and refident within fuch
county, he or they do fome time during the fame or the
_next {effions, or, if refident in any other county of this
flate, at or before the third feflions, appear in court and
take and fubfcribe the oath or affirmation aforefaid, or

roduce a certificate or certificates of his or their having
previoufly taken and fubferibed the fame, which fhall be
entered by the clerk of the faid court on the docquet or re-
cords thereof, and an authentic copy of fuch entry fhall be

by fuch clerk delivered to fuch perfon or perfons under
Ii the
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the feal of the court, for which he thall receive the fum of
feven fhillings and fix pence, and no more; and if fuch
perfon or perfons is or are abfent out of this flate at fuch
feflions when fuch refufal fhall be recorded as aforcfaid,
and fhall return into the famec on or before the fourth da
of July which will be in the year one thoufand feven hun-
dred and feventy nine, then he or they fhall appear in court
before the end of the fecond feflions after his or their re-
turn into this ftate, and take and fubfcribe the faid oath or
affirmation, or produce a certificate or certificates of his or
their having previoufly done the fame; and in cafe of
default herein, fuch perfon and perfons fhall be totally
excluded and barred from inheriting the aforefaid lands
and tenements, or any part thereof, and the fame {hall veft
in and be fettled upon the next reprefentative or reprefenta-
tives in fucceflion to the offender, qualifying him or them-
{elves as above direéted. ,

SkcT. §. And be it further enalled, That every fuch
perfon who fhall refufe or negle&t to take the oath or
affirmation hefore mentioned on or before the faid firft day
of June next, and fhall refufe or negle& to deliver up his
arms to the licutenant, or one of the fublieutenants, of the
city or county where he inhabits, on or before the tenth
day of June next, or who fhall, from and after the fame
day laft mentioned, carry any arms about his perfon or
keep any arms or ammunition in his houfe or elfewhere,
fhall forfeit the faid arms and ammunition to the ftate, and
alfo double the value thereof to fuch perfon or perfons who
fhall difcover the fame to any juftice of the peace of the
county where fuch offender refides, and fhall legally pro-
{ecute him to conviction before two or more juftices of the
peace for the faid county, who are hereby authorifed, im-
powered and required to hear, try, and finally determinc
the fame, and to award the legal cofts without appeal to the
fupreme or any other court whatfoever.

SECT. 6. And whereas many perfons have frequently
gone into the city of Philadelphia, fince the fame has been
in pofleffion of the Britith army, under a pretence of bufi-
nefs, or of vifiting friends, but probably with a view of
giving intelligence to the enemy. For the prevention of
which in future, Be s# enaéfed, Thatif any perfon whatfo-
ever fhall, from and after the publication of this a&, on
any pretence whatfoever, go by land or water through or
from any part of this ftate into the faid city, whilft in pof-
feflion of the Britith army, or within the lines of the enemy
in any part of this ftate, without obtaining leave in writing
for that purpolc from congrefs, the commander in chief

' ' of
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of the armies of the united ftates of America, or of the
executive council of this commonwealth, and fhall be law-

fully convidted thereof in any court of oyer and terminer
and general goal delivery, or court of quarter feflions - the
peace for any county of this ftate, he or fhe fhall bi: iined
inany fum, not lefs than fifty pounds, and imprifoned at
the difcretion of the court, one moiety of which fine fhall
be to the ufe of the ftate, and the other moiety thereof
to the ufe of the informer. Provided ahvays; That of-
ficers and foldiers, or mariners, in the fervice of the united
ftates of America, are not to be deemed or taken to be
within the intent and meaning of this claufe.

SecT. 7. And be it enacted by the authority aforefaid,
That all difabilities and incapacities which any perfon or
perfons fhall incur or be liable to by reafon of the faid re~
cited a& of the thirteenth day of June laft, or of the fupple-
ment thereto of  the twelfth day of O&ober laft, or of this
a&, thall be and continue, for and during the life of the de-~
linquent or offender.

SecT. 8. And whereas there are divers perfons who
have heretofore held and exercifed office or offices of trufts
in the late government of Pennfylvania by commiffion or
commiffions granted under the authority of the crown of
" Great Britain, who have negle@ed to renounce the fame
and give affurance of allegiance to this ftate, and who may
think themfelves bound by their oath to betray, as far as in
them lieth, this free and independent ftate into the hands of
its enemy the king of Great Britain, to the great and mani~
feft danger of the ftate : Be it therefore enalted, That all
and every perfon and perfons who now are, or who fhall
hereafter during the prefent war be within this ftate, who
have heretofore held and exercifed, or who do now hold or
exercife, any office or offices by commiffion or commiffions
under the authority of the faid crown of Great Britain, and
who have not already renounced the fame, by taking the
oath of allegiance to this ftate, or to fome other of the
united ftates of Amcrica, or who fhall not, on or before the
firft day of June next, or within ten days after he or they
fhall come into the fame, renounce fuch commiffion or
commiffions by taking the oath of allegiance by the faid aét
enadted the thirtcenth day of June la(% or by the fupple~
ment to the faid a& cna&cd the twelfth day of O&ober laft,
required to be taken, fhall forfeit his or their goods and
chattels, lands and tenements, to the ufe of the ftate, and
fhall be deemed and taken to be, and fhall in all other
refpes be treated as an enemy or enemies of the ftate,

SecT. 9. Provided always, neverthelefs, That any per-

fon
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