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An A CT for efablifbing a Militia within this Seate.
L THEREAS a® well reggulated Mdma is the pxoper

-

w/ and natural Defence of a free State, and as the Laws
heretofore made for the Regulation thercof, are . found. to--be
inadequate to the good: Purpmcs thereby intended, Be it there-
fore Enalled by the General Affembly of Delaware, and it is heveby. En-
ratled by the A m/wmfy df the fame, ‘1 hat the late Llcutenants and
Sub-Licutenants in_each County of this State, . fhall, ‘and they

_are heleby direfted, within one Month frony the paiﬁno of this

Att, to deliver to the Colonel, or Commanding Oflicer of each

“Battalion in his County, a true Tranfcript ffom hlS Book, as far

as relates to the Diftriét or'Divifion for fuch Battalion lefueé'lvcn

‘ly, and the Sub-Divifions for Companics therein, and, the Dec-

feriptions of {uch Sub-Divifions : Wheruupon the Colonel,. or
Commandmg Oflicer of each Battalion (hall deliver a Uﬁ(‘(,ﬂp
tion 6f ‘each Sub-Divifion xeipc&wely to the C Aptam or Com-

"man(lmg Officer of that Sub-Divifion or- (‘ompany who, in thc

‘Month of Afml in every Year, fhall ‘make an exaﬂ; hctum to

“the {aid Coloudl or Commandmg Officer of the battahon of the
‘Names and Suriiarics of- cvcry ablé-bodied effeétive Male white

“Inhabitant between the Ages of; emhtcen and’ ﬁhy Years,
s refiding‘in his

Sub- Dlvxﬁon; and what ‘Armsand Accoutrements

s each Min, mgmmmng him, 18} po{feifed ‘of; “a Copy of which
‘Return the f\.d Coloniel or Comrmndmo Ofﬁcer fhall immediate-

“y-tranfmit to the ‘Préfident or; Cmﬁmaudcx in Cnef

o

Z8F a Regiment,

Of Licutendnt: Coloud Commandant of  the: chum—nt;in‘ Which '

fuch Vacancy is, ot nny hdth"‘ to the Lmutexnm Col()ncl*

f“of fud\

o Mid bedt T naaed Ihat the Prefident or Commdnder in Chiet,

:mmcnts ‘of Militia of the State, may-and fhall' iffae 2’ ‘Gtilmxﬂxon‘
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may and. fhakl appomt fuch Pérfon as he fhall judge moft fuit-
able to fill fuch Vacancy, and iffue a Commxﬂion t¢ him ac-
cordxngly

And‘ be it Enatled, That the Field Oﬂicers of each. Battahon
fhaH appoint a Quarter-Mafter, and Adjutant,a Drum and a Fife-
Major, for the Battalion, and the commiffioned Officers of each
Company fhall appoint four Serjeants, four Corporals, one
Drum and one Fife, for their refpeétive Companies, every of
whom, not being one of the People called Quakers, fhall fe-
verally ferve for one Year, in the refpeétive Stations to which
they may be {o appointed, under the Penalty of Three Pounds,
to be recovered and applied as Fines and Forfeitures under
Fi\. edPounds are herein after dire@led to be recovered and ap-
plie

4. And be it Enafled, That in the Month of Al next enfuing,
the Captain or Commanding Officer of each Company fhall
call the Perfons enrolled therein together, giving due Notice,
and fhall divide them into eight Claffes as nearly equal in Num-
ber to each other, as. convemently may be, allotting a Serjeant
or a Corporal on the Roll to each Clafs, and elght Slips of

" Paper numbered refpeltively from one to eight being prepared,

every Private fhall determme, by drawing a Ballot, what Clafs
he is to ferve in; and in Cafe any of the Perfons enrolled as
aforefaid, fhall neglect to attend at the Time and Place ap-
pointed for clafling the faid Company,. or if prefent, fhall re-

‘iufe to draw as aforefaid, then the {aid Captain or Command-

ing Ofhicer thereof fhall appoint one difinterefted Freeholder

- to draw for the Abfentees or Perfons fo refufing; and when

. Rolls therenf
" 1o he formed,
and tranfmit-
-ted vo the Co-
. donel.

the Clafles fhall be fo fettled, the Captain or Commanding Of-
ficer of each Company fhall form a Roll conhilting of the eight
Clafles, and the Names and Surnames of the Men in each Clafs,

numbered according to the Order of Ballotting, which he fhall

keep for his own Ufe and Direftion, tranfmitting forthwith a
Copy thereof, with a Lift of his. commiflioned and non-commif-

" fioned Officers prefixed, to the Colonel or Commanding Offi-

cer of the Battalion, who fhall enter the fame in his Book:
And. the faid Captain or Commanding Officer fhall in the
Month-of Afril, in the Year of our Lord One. Thoufand. Seven

~ Hundred and E}ghty-threc, and in the Month of 4pri/ in eve-

ry fucceeding Year, ‘add to. the faid Roll the Names -and - Sur-

. namesof, all_fuch Male white Inhabitants between the Ages

aforefaid, who in the next. precedmg twelve Months have. re-

moved to and are- then reﬁdmg in that Sub- Dnvxﬁon, or have
- therein. attamed to -the Age of cighteen Years, except as herein
L ;aftex are. excepted, annexmg them refpeltively to fuch Clafs or

LAl b

Digitized from Best Copy Available



[ 37

Clafles as may flill render -all the “Claffes of 2 -Company as
uearly equilin Number to each other-as conveniently may be.

5. And be it Enafled, That every Company-fhall be duly excr- S Ailitia how
- cifed and-inftru@ed once in every lonth, except the Months cecifed.
of Jui;, Fanuary and February, at fuch Time and Place as the

Captaim or Commanding Officer [hall dire&, and every Battalion

fhall alfo be reviewed twice in every Year, and be properly

trained and difciplired, at fuch Tine and Place as the Colonel

or Commanding Officer fhall direét, and at fuch other Times

and Places as the Prefident or Commander in Chief fhall think
neceflary, and fhall order; fuch Days of Review to be confi-

dered as the Day of Exercife for that Month.

6. And leil Enafled, That every Perfon between the Ages ¢f ﬂ\zl*l\a‘;r{’fvf.‘g"."'
eighteen and fifty, or who may hereafter attain to the Ag 0.% Aums, &e.
eighteen Years (Clergymenand Preachers of the Gelpel of eve'ry
Denomination, Judges of the Supreme Caurt, Sheriffs, Keepers of
the public Gaols, School-Mafters teaching a Latin School, or hav--
ing at leaft twenty Englifh Scholars, and indented Servants bona
Fude purchafed, excepted) who 1s rated at Six Pounds, or up-
wards, towards the Payment of public Taxes, fhall, at his own
Expence, provide himfelf; and every Apprentice, or other Per-
fon, of the Age of eighteen and under twenty-one Years who hath
an Eftate of the Value of Eighty Pounds, or wholfe Parent is rat.
ed at Fighteen Pounds towards the public Taxes, ihall, by his Pa.
rent or Guardian, refpectively, be provided with a Mufket or Fire-
lock with a Bayonet, aCartouch-Boxto contain twenty-three Cart-
ridges, a Priming-Wirc, a Brufh and fix Flints, all in good Order,
on or before the firft Day of Fune next, and fhall keepthe fame by Penalty for
him at all Times, ready and fit for Service, under the Penalty of &eep them in
Twenty Shillings for every two Munths Negle@t or Default, to be “***
paid by fuch Perfon, if of full Age, or by the Parent or Guardi-
anof fuch as are under tweaty-one Years, the fame Arms and
Accoutrements to be charged by the Guardian to his Ward, and

allowed at fettling the Accounts of his Guardianthip.

7. And be it Enafled, That every Male white Perfon within this _ Peralty on -
State, between the Ages of eighteen and fifty, or who fhall Non-atend.
hereafter attain to the Age of eighteen Years (Clergymen and ****
Preachers of the Gofpel of every Denomination, Members of
the General Aflembly, Juftices of the Supteme Court, Juftices
- of the Courts ‘of Common Pleas, Juftices of the Peace, Sheriffs,
- Keepers of the public Gaols, School-Mafters teaching a Latin
School, or having. at leaft twenty Englith- Scholars, and in-
dented Servants bona Fide purchafed, excepted) fhall attend at -

the Times and Places appointed in Purfuance. of  this: At for
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