LAWS

OF THR

STATE OF NEW-YORK,

PASSED AT THR

FIRST MEETING OF THE SEVENTH SESSION OF THE LEGISLATURE
OF SAID STATE.

CHAP. 1.

AN ACT to lay a duty of tonnage on vessels for defraying the
expence of the lighthouse at Sandy Hook.

PasseD the 12th of February, 1784.

L Be it enacted by the People of the State of New York represented in pusy
Senate and Assembly and it is hereby enacted by the authorsty of the same, 1evied.
That a duty of four pence per ton shall be levied and collected on all
vessels which shall arrive from sea into the port of New York excepting
vessels the property of citizens of this State while actually employed on
whaling or coasting voyages, and all vessels the entire property of citi-
zens of any of the United States, which shall not exceed the burthen of
sixty tons carpenters tonnage,

That for the orderly collection of the said duty it shall be lawful for g ¢0pe
the master and wardens of the port of New York, who are or shall be appointed
appointed by the council of appointment, to appoint « clerk to execute (3.2ollect
the duties enjoined upon him by this act.

That every master or commander of a vessel claiming an exemption pagers
from the said duty shall if required make oath before the said clerk or Slalmin
in his absence before any of the said wardens who are hereby respect- o moko
ively empowered to administer the same. That according to the best gith,
of his knowledge and belief such vessel is a whaling or a coasting vessel for faliure
entitled to exemption from the said duty, according to the true intent {3 1?8t
meaning of this act; and in case of refusal to take the said oath such arrival.
master or commander shall be liable not only to the duty of tonnage
the penalties in such cases to be imposed by this act. That every mas-
ter of a vessel subject to the said duty who shall not within twenty-four
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And b8 it further enacted by the authority aforesaid That whenever any Warrant
person shall refuse to appear and make” affidavit in pursuance of such against
summons, a warrant shall issue from such judge or magistrate to com- N naasas

. . . R
~pel his appearance, and if on his appearance he shall refuse to make to appear.
affidavit, or affirmation if a Quaker, of the fact which may be within
his knowledge touching the matters in question, he shall be committed
to the common gaol of the county, there to remain without bail or

mainprise for the term of six callender months.

CHAP. 2%.

AN ACT to repeal an act entitled An act to revive and amend
an act entitled an act more effectually to prevent robberies
within this State.

PasseD the 10th of April, 1784,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of New York, represented in act named
Senate and Assembly, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, Tepealed.
That the act entitled “An act to revive and amend an actentitled an act
more effectually to prevent robberies within this State,” passed the first
day of July, one thousand seven hundred and eighty, shall be, and the
same is hereby repealed.

CHAP, 28,

AN ACT to prevent the danger arising from the pernicious prac-
tice of lodging gun powder in dwelling houses, stores, or other
places within certain parts of the city of New York, or on board
of vessels within the harbour thereof.

Passep the 13th of April, 1784,

WuEREAS the storing of gun powder within the city of New York is Preamble.
dangerous to the safety thereof.

Be it therefore enacted by the People of the State of New York, repre- Unlawtul
sented in Senate and Assembly, and 1t is hereby enacted by the authorily of gannow-
the same, That from and after the passing of this act, it shall not be 53‘;u‘;lms
lawfull for any merchant, shopkeeper, or retailer, or any other person, or axcooding
persons whatsoever, to have or keep any quantity of gun powder exceed- §iin®"
ing twenty-eight pounds weight, in any one place, less than one mile to pounds

the northward of the city hall of the said city, except in the public mag- Sﬁ%‘iFJ o
azine at the Fresh-water, and the said quantity of twenty-eight pounds Magazine,
weight, which shall be lawfull for any person to have and keep at any
place within this city, shall be seperated into four stone jugs or tin can-

nisters, which shall not contain more than seven pounds each, on pain

of forfeiting all such gun powder, and the sum of fifty pounds for every
hundred weight, and in that proportion for a greater or lesser quantity, Penalty.
and upon pain of forfeiting such quantity which any person may lawfully

keep as aforesaid, and which shall not be seperated as above directed,

with full costs of suit to any person, or persons, who will inform and

sue for the same, by any action, bill, or information, in any of the courts

of record, in this city, who are hereby impowered, and required, to

give special judgment in such action bills or informations, to be brought
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by virtue of this act, as well for the recovery of the value of such gun
powder in specie, as for the penalty aforesaid, besides costs, and to
award, effectual execution thereon, provided always that all suits, actions,
or prosecutions to be brought, commenced, or prosecuted, against any
person or persons, for any thing done in pursuance of this act, shall be
commenced and prosecuted without willful delay, within two callender
months next after the fact was committed, and not otherwise.
And whereas vessels arriving from sea, and having onboard as part of
their cargo a quantity of gun powder.
Guupow- B¢ itenacted by the anthority aforesaid, That the commander, or owner
gg;‘sg{; to Or owners, of all such ships or vessels, haviqg gun powder onboard,
be landed shall, within twenty-four hours after her arrival in the harbour, and
before  pefore they hawl along side of any wharf, pier or key within the city,
hauls . land the said gun powder, by means of their boat or boats, or any other
ofwhart, craft, at any place along the ship yards on the East river, or at any place
oto. to the northward of the air furnace on the North river, which may be
most contigious to the magazine at Fresh water, and shall cause the same
o be stored there, or in any other proper magazine, which now is or
ereafter may be built for that purpose, at any place to the northward
thereof, on pain of forfeiting all such gun powder, to any person or
persons, who will inform and sue for the same, in like manner, as is
herein before directed, with respect to the having and storing of gun
Tow gun- powder within the city as aforesaid. And in order to'prevent any fatal
owderio consequences which may arise, from the carriage of gun powder, in and
ported  through the streets of the city of New York, by carts, carriages, or by
througl  hand, or otherways, it shall be in tight cask, well headed and hooped,
city. and shall be put into bags or leather-cases, and intirely covered there-
with, so as that none be spilt or scattered in the passage thereof, on pain
of forfeiting all such gun powder, as shall be conveyed through any of
the streets aforesaid in any other manner than is herein directed, and it
shall and may be lawfull for any person or persons, to scize the same to
his or their own use and benefit — provided the person or persons so
offending, be thereof lawfully convicted, before the mayor, recorder, or
Warrant  any two justices of the city aforesaid. And that it shall and may be
tosearah Jawfull, for the mayor recorder, or any two justices of the peace of the
time for  city and county of New York, upon demand made by any inhabitant
et uniaw- or inhabitants of the said city, who assigning a reasonable cause of sus-
fully . picion on oath, of the sufficiency of which the said mayor or recorder,
maybe  or justices, is and are to judge, to issue his or their warrant or war-
leaued,  rants, under his or their hands and seals, for searching in the day time
for gun powder in any building or place whatsoever, within the limits
aforesaid, or any ship or vessel avithin forty eight hours after her arrival
in the harbour, or at any time after any such ship or vessel shall and may
have hawled alongside of any wharf pier or key within the limits afore-
said, and that upon any such search, it shall be lawfull for the searchers
or persons finding the same, immidiatly to seize, and at any time within
twelve hours after such seizure, to cause the same to be removed to the
magazine at Fresh water, or to any other proper magazine, which now is
or hereafter may be at any place north of Fresh water aforesaid, and the
same being so removed, it shall be lawfull to detain and keep the same
untill it shall be determined by the mayor, recorder or any two of the’
justices of the peace of the city and county aforesaid, whether the same
shall be forfeited by virtue of this act, and the person or persons so
detaining the same, shall not be subject or liable to any action or suit,

for the detention thereof, provided always that nothing in the act con-
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tained, shall be construed to authorize any person, having such warrant
to take advantage of the same, for serving any civil process of any kind
whatsoever.

And be further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if-any gun If found
powder, exceeding the quantity which any person by this act may law- any fire
fully keep in his custody, shall be found during any fire, or alarin of fire, 185 be
in the said city, by any of the firemen of the said city, it shall be law- without
full for him to seize the same, without warrant from a majestrate, and to Woren®:
hold and have the same to his own use, any thing in this act to the con-
trary notwithstanding. This act to be and continue in force from the
passing thereof, untill the twenty-eight day of February in the year of
our Lord one thousand, seven hundred and eighty six.

CHAP, 29,

AN ACT to lengthen the terms of the inferior courts of com-
mon pleas and general sessions of the peace, in the counties of
Westchester, Queens and Richmond; and for other purposes
therein mentioned.

PasseD the 13th of April, 1784,

WHEREAS the duration of the terms of the inferior courts of common Preambie.
pleas and general sessions of the peace, in the counties of Westchester,
Queens and Richmond; which, in the county of Westchester, continue
from the fourth Tuesday in May until the Friday following, and from
the first Tuesday in November until the Friday following, in every year;
in Queens county, from the third Tuesday in May until the Friday fol-
lowing, and from third Tuesday in September until the Friday following,
in every year; and in Richmond county, from the first Tuesday in May
until the Friday following, and from the last Tuesday in September un-
til the Friday following, in every year, are found from experience, to be
too short for the discharge of the necessary business in the said respec-
tive courts,

Be it therefore enacted by the People of the State of New York repre- Torms of
sented in Senate and Assembly, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of L8
the same, That the terms of the inferior courts of common pleas and commence

. . and when
general sessions of the peace in the county of Westchester, shall here- to close.
after commence on the fourth Monday in May and first Monday in
November, in every year, and shall continue until the several Saturdays
next following, inclusive; that the terms of the inferior courts of com-
mon pleas and general sessions of the peace in Queens county, shall
commence on the third Mondays in May and September, in every year,
and shall continue until the several Saturdays next following, inclusive;
and that the inferior courts of common pleas and general sessions of
the peace in the county of Richmond, shall commence on the first Mon-
day in May and last Monday in September, in every year, and shall con-
tinue until the several Saturdays next following, inclusive. That all process
process issued out of the said respective courts, and made returnable f8sued re-
on the usual return days, and all recognizances by which any person or on usual
persons shall be bound to appear on the said usual return days, shall be Gags yaud.
deemed good and valid on such days, although such days of return and
appearance, are by this act, respectively altered,





