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Ads and Laws,
Paffcd by the-GENERAL CUR T

of affatufett(b s

Begun and held :t Roftoh, in the County of Sutiolk,
on Wednefday the thirty-fi ft, Day of May,. Anno
Domini, ,786 , and from thence continued',' by
Prorogation and Adjournment, to Wednefday the
thirty firit Day of January, 1 87.

C H A P. I.
An A& providing for the Pay a ndii*'ui. 0n¢,e of

the Miitia that have been, now are, and may be
employed by Governmentin fuppreffini the dan-
gerous Rebellion that has taken. Plke within this
Commonwealth.

J. H E R E A 3 a dangerous and an unprovoked rebellion has taken
place within this Commonweaih /yf a number"owicked ad dclgt .

ing perfons againfi the conJlitution and government of the fame : And
whereas for the fupprfflion thereof, government has been under the neccf
fity offending forth a large body of Militia, and further reinforcements

may
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C 11 A P. VI.

An A&, defcribing the Difilualifications to which
Perfons fliall be fubjeced, who have becn, or may
be guilty of Treafon,or giving Aid or Support to
the prelint Rebellion, and to whoma Pardon
may be extcnded.

".H E R E X S the General Court, at their pir'efnt fffion, have
" refoived., That the Governour be author/ird and enpowered, ;n

vrcii,1k, the vane of the General Court, to prom f/ a pardon, under fich diyquali

fications as hould thereafter be provided, to fJch private foldiers and
others, who might have aeled in the capacity of non-comnfiioned officers,
as had bcen, or were in arms agaimfl the Gonntmonwealth, ,with tich e.x,
ceptions as he, or thegeneral qffier, commanding the troops, might judge
PiceflTry : Provided, they Jhouki deliver up their arms, and lake and

fitbferib? the oath of alhegiancc to this Commonwealth, within fuch time as
might be lindited by his Excdllcncy,for that purp'ofi :"

And 'whcreas it isft and expedient, That the conditiOns and dif.
quali/ications upon which the pardon and indemnity to the of-inder afore.
ftid, fhould be offtred and given,flJould, asfoon as pbie, be cfJhbli/h-
cd and made known.:

fl &.2 Be it enaacd by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatices in Gencral
Ie° jrmion,-f t. Court af'eniblcd, and by .the' authority df the fame, That no pardon or
any, p,'r,, or" indemnity, fliall be promifed as aforefaid"by the Governour, by
thcryon, UN~dh'virtue of any ac't or refolve of the General Court, that has been

thcir arnis and or fliall be pafld, to any perfon or perfons, who have a&cd in. the
fuhlfcribe the
oath of aleh capacity of non-commiffioned officers or pivates, or perfims of
ghine wlthin- any other defcription, who, fince the firft day 9f Jugu/I, feven-
ed. tceen hundred and eighty-fix, have- been, now arc, or hereafter

may be in arms againft the authority and Government of this
Commonwealth, or who have given or may hereafter give then
counWl, aid, comfort or fupport, voluntarily, with intent to ep.
courage the oppofition to Government, unlefs they ihall on o be.
fore fuch time as the Governour fhall limit for that pur-of -
liver up their arms to, and take and fubfcribe the oath of al-gie,,

. , . . - .ifce,
before fome Juftice of the Peacc, vithin fome county of thi-Con-i
monwealth ; and no pardon or indemnity thall. 'De offered or gi.
yen by the Governour to any of the offendamls afbrefaid, who are
not citizens of this State.

And be it further eniaccd by the athority aforcfaid, That to whom-
foever of the offenders aforcfiid, the Governour flhall think lit,

Conditions and by virtue of any act or refolve of the General Court, to proiniI:
difilualification a pardon and indemnity, for the oftnces aforeaiid, it fhall be un-

der the following reftriciions, conditions and difqualifications,
that is tofit, That they fliall keep the peace for the tern, (l three

years.
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years, from the time of pafling thi. ac'I, and that .uring that terill
of time, they ciall not tirve as Iurors, be clini c to ay town.

ofli:c, or any other office under the Government *of this Coin.

monveahlii, and Ihall be dif.lualifivcd from holding or exercifing

the employments of lc'hool-mafters, innkeepers or retai!ers of

1Iiritumnis liquors, or either of them, or giving their votes for the

tinie term ot time, for any officer, civil or military, within this

Commonwealth, unlefs hich perfons, or any of them, ihall after

tile firl: day of M'!ay, fievcnteen hundred and cighty-eight, exhibit

plenary evidence of their having returned to their allegiance, and

Lc.pt the peace, and that they pofllefs an unequivocal attachment

to t.IW Government, as frhill appear to the General Court a hifli-
..... round to difliharge them, or any of them, from all or any

part Ot tf e d fiqualifications aforefaid.
B, .- ,tJ '-r enaded by the atilhority aforefaid, That it fliall be the

I Tutjicc before whom any offender or oftndcrs afore-(luty, ot [tc .-

ft. ma de ", u. their arms, and take and fubfcribe the oath Dutv of theaforefaid, and le ;e aLcordingly direcdled, immediately on the cx- juitz.s befraforefaid,~~who adle ac ili ofl,.n..

piration of tlic term t b limited by the Governour as aforcfaidi, ,.

to certify to the clerks o.r t?;' feveral towns, difrids, and &Canta- r up that

tions, whereunto thle offenldcrs vnay belong, the names of all fucl,

who thall deliver up their arIzis aild take and fubfcribe the oath

aforefaid,and thall alfo,as foon as n.qty be after the expiration of the

faid term, make a return to the Secretary of this Commonwealth,
of the number of arms in his poffeflion, and to whom they be-

long, and flhall at the fame time lodg. with the "Sccretary, their

original fubf-cription to the oath of allegiance; and it fhall be the

duty of the Juftice to require fuch as fhall take and fubtcribe the

oath of allegiance, to fubjoin to ther names, their places of abode,

and their additions, and, if required, to give to each oflfnder who

(hall deliver up his arms, and take ind ftbfcribe the oath afore-

faid, a certificate of the fame under his feal ; and he (hall be in-

.titled to aik and receive, nine pence, of the offenders, for each

certificate. And any Juftice of the Peace to whom any arms

may voluntarily be delivered asaforeftaid, flall certify to the Ma-

jor-General or commanding-oflicer, of the divifion, in which th&

id Jutlice may live, the number of arms fo 'delivered to him,

and by whom they were delivered ; and it (hall be the duty of

fuch Major-General or commanding-officer, to give fuch direE-ions

as lie may think neceffary, for the fafe keeping fuch arms, in order
that they may be returned to the perfon or perfons who deliver-

ed the fame, at the expiration of the faid term of three years, in
cafc fuch pcrfon or perfons fliall have complied with the condi-'

tions above-mentioned, and fliall obtain an order for the re-deli-
very of fuch arms, from the Governour, who is hereby authoriz-

ed and empowered to make fuch order, unlet it appears to hhi,

that the conditions aforcfaid have not beci complied wNith.
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