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Acts and Laws,

Pafl:d by the GENER AL COUR T
of Mafachuferts ; .

Begun and held at Boffon, in the County of Suffolk,
on Wedne[day the thircy-fiuft Day of May, Anno
Domint, 1786 , and from thence continued; by
Prorogation and Adjournment, to Wednefday the
thirey firlt Day of Fanuary,1;87. |
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An A& providing for the Pay apd,fspbﬁﬂgng of
the Miiitia thac have been, now are, and may be
employed by Government.in fupprefling the dan-
gerous Rebellion that has taken Place within this
Commonwealth,

)/ /4! ERE A8 adangerous and an unprovoked rebellion_ has taken

' place within this Commonswealth by a number of wicked and defign- o\

ing perfons againft the conflitution and government of the fame : And
whereas for the fuppreffion thereof, government bas been under the necef-
Sity of fending forth a large body of Militia, and further reinforcements

may
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An A&, defcribing the Difqualifications to which
Perfons fhall be fubjected, who have been, or may
be guiley of Treafon,or giving Aid or Support to
the prefent Rebellion, and to whom'a Pardon
may be extended.

JHER LEAS the General Court, at their prefent foffions, have
< refoived, That the Gevernour be authorifed and empowvered, in
ibe name of the General Court, to promife a pardon, under fuch difquali-
Jications as fhould thereafter be provided, to fuch private foldicrs and
_othersy <who might bave acled in the capacity of non-commiffioncd officers,
as had been, or were in arms againft the Gommonwealtly, with fuch cxe
© ecptions as bey ar the general officer, commanding the troeps, wmight judge
acceffary : Provided, they fhonld deliver up their arms, and take and
Jubfcribe the oath of altegiance to this Commonwealth, within fuch time as
might be limited by bis Excellency, for that purpofe i
And wobereas it is fit and expedient, That the conditions and dif-
qualifications upon which the pardon and indemnity to the offenders afre-
Jaid, fhould be gifered and given, fhould, as foon as poffibie, be cftablifh-
¢d and made known S o
. Be it enacted by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives in Gencral
o }:’;‘;‘,ﬁ"‘;ﬂ“,‘} Court affembled, and by the authority of the fame, That no pardon or
any perfon or indemnity, fhall be promifed as aforefaid by the Governour, by
}'ﬁff"‘:‘:l“‘:?;;’ virtue of any act or refolve of the General Court, that has been
their arms and or fhall be pafled, to any perfon or perfons, who have aftedin-the
Jubleribe the  capacity of non-commiflioned oflicers or privates, or perfons of
giance within  any other defcription, who, fince the lirft day of duguf, feven-
the time limit- teen hundred and cighty-fix, have' been, now are, or hereafter
' may be in arms againft the authority and Government of this
Commonwealth, or who have given or may hereafter give them,
counfel, aid, comfort or fupport, voluntarily, with intent to ep
courage the oppofition to Government, unlefs they thallon o~ .
fore fuch time as the Governour fhall limit for that pur
liver uptheir arms to,and take and fubfcribe the oath of
before fome Juftice of the Peace, within fome count’y of this Cam
monwealth ; and no pardon or indemnity fhall ‘be offered or n'i:
ven by the Governour to any of the offenders aforefaid, who are
not citizens of this State.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforgfaid, That to whom-
foever of the offenders aforefaid, the Governour fhall think fit
Conditions ana DY Vittue of any act or refolve of the General Court, to promiﬁ:‘
difyuslifieations 2 pardon and indemnity, for the offences aforefaid, it thall be un-
der the follm'v‘ing reftrictions, conditions and difqualifications,
that is to fay, "That they fhall kecp the peace for the term of three

veuars,

Preawbile,

Mofe, de-
allegiance,
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of time, they fhall not ferve as Jurors, be cligible to any town.
ofiice, or any other oflice under the Government of this Com-
monwealth, and fhall be difqualified from holding or exerciling
the cmployments of fchool-mafters, innkecpers or retailers of
Ivirituous liquors, or cither of them, or giving their votes for the
fame term ot time, for any officer, civil or military, within this
Commonwecalth, unlefs fuch perfons, or any of them, fhall after
the firft day of May, feventeen hundred and cighty-eight, exhibit
plenary cvidence of their having returned to their allegiance, and
i..2pt the peace, and that they poflefs an unequivocal attachment
to 1."¢ Government, as fhall appear to the General Court a fufli-
cient gjvu‘und' to dl'[chzu"gc them, or any of them, from all or any
art of Tt fl:{qualgﬁcanons aforefaid. o ‘

Do ’J:‘,,.myr‘c?mch'd by the authority aforcfaid, That it fhall be the
duty of the Jutciee beforé whom any offender or offenders afore-
fi d'ixmy deliver up thcn‘ arms, and take and fu!)fcrlbc the oath
aforefaid, and he i3 u._'cordl_ng_ly directed, immediately on the eX-
piration of the term t2 b ! ‘l‘m"ed by the Governour as aforchaid,
to cortify to the clerks of t i « {cveral towns, dlﬁrlc'_ts, and planta-
tions, whereunto the oflenacrs may belong, the names of all fuch
who thall deliver up their ars and take and fubfcribe the oath
aforefaid,and fhall alfo,as foon as miay be after the expiration of the
faid term, make a return to the Secretary of this Commonwealth,_
of the number of arms in his pofleflion, 'and to whom they be-
long, and fhall at the fame time lodgg \Yltll the 'S;c.retary, their
original fubfcription to the oath of allegiance; an ‘;ﬂ‘?l.l_ be the
duty of the Juftice to require fuch as fhall take and fubfcribe the,
oath of allegiance, to fubjoin to their names, their places of abode,
and their additions, and if réquired, to give to’caclr oflfender who
fhall dcliver up his arms, and take ind fubfcribe the oath afore-
faid, a certificate of the fame under his feal ; and he {hall be in-
titled to afk and rcceive nine pence, .of the offenders, f°1' cach
certificate. And any Juftice of the Peace to whom any arms
may voluntarily be delivered as ‘z}forveﬁud, fhu}l .certlf).' to tl.lc Ma-'.
-or.General or commanding-officer, of tllcdmﬁox), in which the
faid Jullice may live, the number of arms fo delivered to him,
and by whom they were dchvcrgd : :m‘d it {hz}ll be thc. duty of
fuch M;\jor-Gencral or com_nmndmg:olhccr?to give fuch cil.rccll()lls
as he may think neceflary, for the fafe keeping fuch arms, in qrder
that they may be returned to the perfon or perfons who deliver-

years, from the time of pafling this adl, and :hat&uring that term
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cd the fame, at the expiration of the faid term of three years, in "

cafe fuch perfon or perfons fhall have complied with the condi-’

tions above-mentioned, and fhall obtain an order for the re-deli-
very of fuch arms, from the Governour, whql:s' hereby authm:lz-,
cd and empowered to make fuch order, unlefsit appears to him,
that the conditions aforelaid have not been complied with,
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