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quorum unus, be empowered to adminifter the oaths
- aforefaid to all general and civil officers ; and thatany
two juftices of any court in this State be empowered
to adminifter the oaths aforefaid to their refpeétive
clerk or clerks, and that they refpectively make re-
turn of the fame into the office of the fecretary of
this State, within fix months next after adminiftering
the fame. S ' - :

© "This A& was approved February 12, 1794,

AN ACT to prevent the keeping of large quantities
Approved of gun-powder in private houfes in Portfimouth, and
Feb18,1794 - fof'appointing a keeper of the magazine belonging
o .to.faid town, 3 ST :

"WHEREAS the keeping of large quantities of gun-
powder in private hoyfes in Portfinouth aforefaid, or
in-merchant [hips, or veffels lying at the wharves in

- Joid town, would greatly endanger. the lives and pro-
Preamble. perties of the inbabitants thereof. in. cafe of fire ;
which danger might be prevented, by obliging the
owners of fuch powder, to depofit the fame in the ma-
gazine provided: by faid town for that purpofe : .

- ... Therefore,

_— BE 1t enaéted by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefenta-
' tives in General-Gourt copvened, That if any perfon
Gun vowder OF Perfons, fl:all keep in any dwelling-houfe, ftore or
powder FRS LY. .8 Rt
not to he Other buiiding on land, within the:limits of faid Portf-
kept in  Mouth, except:the magazine aforefaid, more than ten
dwelling-  pounds. of gun-powder at any-one .time, which tert
houfes, &c. pounds fhall be kept inva tin.cannifter, properly fecu-
red for that purpofe, fuch. perfoiu or perfons fhall for-
feit the powder fo kept, to the firewards of faid Portf-
mouth, to be laid out by them in pubchafing {uch uten-
cils as they may judgeproper for the extinguifhing of
fire; and the faid firewards. are hereby directed’ and
empowered to feize, and.caufe the fame to be con-
demned in any. court of record proper to hear andhtry
' the
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the fame, to be difpofed of for the purchafe aforefaid.
And the offender fhall alfa forfeit and pay a fine for Fine.
the ufe of the poor of faid Portimouth, equal to the
value of the powder fo kept in any ftore, dweclling-
houfe, or building ; -which fine, fhall be fued for and
recovered by the overfeers of the poor of faid Portf-
mouth, for the ufe of faid poor, in any court of law
proper to try the fame.-

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid, Depofited in
That every.mafter of any merchant fhip or veflel, magazine.
bringing gun-powder into {aid Portfmouth, fhall, with-
in the fpace of forty-eight hours after his arrival, de-
pofit in faid magazine, all the gun-powder by him fo
brought as aforefaid ; - and if he fhall negle& fo to do,
he fhall pay a fine of thirty pounds, for the ufe of the
poor of faid Portfimouth, to be recovered by faid over-
feers, in mannergforefaid.

zind be it further enalted, That there fhall be chofen
annually, or oftener if neceflity require, by the inha~ Keeper of
bitants of faid Portfmouth, being legal voters, a keep- magazine to
er of faid magazine, whofe duty it fhall be, to receive be chofea’
into and deliver out of faid magazine, all the powder
{o depofited, and to account therefor, who fhall have
aright to demand and receive for his time and trouble
in, attending on’ faid bufinefs; at the rate of one fhil-
ling per hundred weight, for all quantities of powder
above ten pounds, that he fhall fo receive into, and de-
liver out of faid magazine ; and for 2ll quantities un-
der ten pounds, at the rate of a half penny per pound.

- And be it further enaf¥ed, That no perfon fhallcranf-
port or carry through the compaé part of the town
of Portfmouth, more than ten pounds of gun-powder
at any time without the fame is in a clofe carriage, or
is fufliciently covered, on penalty of forfeiting the fum
of one dollar for each offence, to be recovered and
' agpl’i'cd in the fame manner as is herein before dired-
ed’ o ,
And be it further.énafted; That the a& to prevent
the kéeping large quantities of gun-powder in private
houfes in Portfinouth, paffed the twenty-erghtlr day of

Fcbruary -





