THE CONSTITUTION

—OF THE—

STATE OF MISSISSIPPL

'» ADOPTED NOVEMBER 1, A, D,, 1890

We, the people of Mississippi, in Convention assemxbled,
grateful to Almighty God, and invoking His blessing sun
our work, do ordain and establish this Constitution.

Axticle 1.
) DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS,

SecrioN 1. The powers of the government of the State of
Mississippi shall be divided into three distinct departments,
and each of them confided to a separate magistracy, to-wit :
those which are legislative to one; those which are judicial
to another ; and those which are executive to another.

Sec. 2. No person or collection of persons, being one, or
belonging to one, of these departments, shall exercise any
power properly belonging to either of the others. The ac-
ceptance of an office in either of said departments. shall, of
itself, and at once, vacate.any and all offices held hy the
person so accepting in either of the other departments.

Article 2.
BOUNDARIES OF THE STATE. .

Sec. 3. The limits and boundaries of the State of Missis-
sippi are as follows, to-wit: Beginuing-on the Mississippi
river (meaning thereby the center of said river or thread of
the stream) where the southern boundary line of the State
of Tennessee strikes the same, as run by B. A. Ludlow, D.
W. Connelly and W. Petrie, commissioners appointed for
that purpose on the part of the State of Mississippi in A.
D., 1837, and J. D. Graham and Austin Miller, commission-
erg appointed for that purpose on the part of the State of
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Tennessee ; thence east along the said boundary line of the. ,
State of Tennessee to & point on the west bank of the Ten- "
nesgee river; six four-pole chains south of and above the

~mouth of Yellow Creek; thence up the said river to the -
mouth of Bear Creek; thence by a direct line to what was
formerly the northwest corner of the county of Washington,
Alabama; thence on a direct line to a point ten miles east
of the Pascagoula river on the Gulf of Mexico; thence west-
wardly, including all the islands within six leagues of the
shore, to the most eastern junction of Pearl river with Lake
Borgne; thence up said Pearl river to the thirty-first degree
of north latitude ; thence west along the said degree of lati-
tude to the middle or thread of the stream of the Mississippi
river; thence up the middle of the Mississippi river, or
thread of the stream, to the place of beginning, including
all islands lying east of the thread of the stream of said
river, and also including any lands which were at any time
heretofore a part of this State,

Sec. 4. The legislature shall have power to consent to the
acquisition of additional territory by this State and to make
the same a part thereof; and the legislature may settle dis-
puted boundaries between this State and its coterminous
States whenever such disputes arise.

Acrticle 8.

BILL OF RIGHTS.

SEc. 5. All political power is vested in, and derived from,
the people; all government of right originates with the peo-

le, 1s founded upon their will only, and is instituted solely
¥or the good of the whole. . :

Sxc. 6. The people of this State have the inherent, sole
and exclusive right to regulate the internal government and
police thereof, and to alter and abolish their constitution
and form of government whenever they may deem it neces-
sary to their safety and happiness; provided, such chango
be not repugnant to the constitution of the United States.

8ge. 7. The right to withdraw from the Federal Union on
account of any real or supposed grievance, shall never be
assumed by this State, nor shall any iaw be passed in dero-
gation of the paramount allegiance of the citizens of this
State to the government of the United States.

SEc. 8. All persons resident in this State, citizens of the:
United States, are hereby declared citizens of the State of
Mississippi. :

Suc. 9. The military shall be in strict subordination to the
civil power.

Skc. 10. Treason against the State shall consist only in
levying war against the same or in adhering to'its enemies,
giving them aid and comfort, No person shall be convicted
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» “of treagon unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the
same gvert act, or on confession in open court. '

Src. 11. The right of the people peaceably to assemble
and petition the government on any swbject shall never be
impaired, : . :

. Sgc. 12. The right of every citizen to keep and bear arms
in defense of his home, person or property, or in aid of the
civil power when thereto legally summoned, shall not be
called in question, but the legislature may regulate or forbid
carrying concealed weapons. :

Sec. 13. The freedom of speech and of the press shall be
held sacred, and in all prosecutions for libel the truth may
‘be given in evidence, and the jury shall determine the law
‘and the facts under the direction of the court ; and if it shalt
appear to the jury that the matter charged as libelous is true,
and was published with good motives and for justifiable
ends, the party shall be acquitted. :

Sec. 14.. No person shall be deprived of life, liberty or
property, except by due process of law.

Sec, 16. There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary
servitude in this State, otherwisc than in the punishment of
crime, whereof the party shall have been duly convicted.

— Sse. 16. Ex post facto laws, or laws impairing the obliga-
tion of contracts, shall not be passed.

SEec. 17. Private property shall not be taken or damaged
for public use except on due compensation being first made
to the owner or owners thereof, in a manner to be prescribed .
by law; and whenever an attempt is made to take private
property for a use alleged to be public, the question whether
the contemplated use be public shall be a judicial question,
and as such determined without regard to legislative asser-
tion that the use is public.

See. 18. No religious test as a qualification for office shall
be required ; and no preference shall be given hy law to any
religious sect, or mode of worship; but the free enjoyment
of all religious sentiments and the different modes of wor-
ship shall be held sacred. The rights hereby secured shall
not be construed to justify acts of licentiousness injurious to
morals or dangerous to the peace and safety of the State, or -
to exclude the Holy Bible from use in any. public shool of
this State. '

. Sec. 19. Human life shall not be imperiled by the prac-
tice of dueling; and any citizen of this State who shall here-
after fight a duelor assist in the same as sccond, or send,
accept, or knowingly carry a challenge therefor, whether
such act be done in the State, or out of it, or who shall go
out of the State to fight a duel; or to assist in the same as
second, or to send, accept or carry a challenge, shall be dis-
qualified from holding any office under this constitution and
shall be disfranchised,





